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MOUNT OLYMPUS: 

             ABODE OF THE GODS

    
To join the gathering of the deathless gods who dwell in the house of Olympus 

(Hesiod, Theogony 803-804)

This tour and our other tour The road to Delphi bring a novel answer to an old problem. Our origins are somehow set in ancient Greece, but how are we to approach the ancient Greek psyche, its way of life and its beliefs when 2000 years have passed since its apogee? This unique tour brings the modern traveller to the essence of ancient Greece, its sacred sites, with the aim of contextualising these very sites in a larger sacred landscape. The tour begins in Dion (from 'Zeus' in Greek), the ancient City of the Gods, a thriving Hellenistic city abandoned after one too many ancient earthquakes in the foothills of Mount Olympus. Water in Dion is still supplied by the Vaphyras River, in which the nymphs threw Orpheus' head. We will pursue our journey to the Meteora, the Christian monasteries sitting high on hill-tops near Kalambaka. Then to Thessaloniki, the port and capital of Northern Greece, built on a hill, with meandering streets, and crowned by Byzantine walls. We will discover the vestiges of this imperial capital of the 3rd c. A.D. up to the Byzantine and Christian periods. We will visit some of its many museums (the Archaeological museum, the Byzantine museum, possibly the Jewish museum). We will also visit Olynthos, a rare vestige of a Greek City in Halkidiki, and bathe in Kassandra. We will end our journey on the island of Thassos, where the old ways join the new. There, the ancient agora still is a meeting place for the modern traveller, seeking an answer to ancient riddles, or simply a place to rest, for the sheer beauty of this marvelled island is enough to cleanse to most tired soul. 

Date: 15th-23rd September 2007 

Cost  £1865   -  Single supplement  £115

Max participants: 12    

Return flights from London to Thessaloniki in economy class. All accommodation on bed and breakfast basis. Selected lunches and dinners. All visits, entrance fees, guiding. All transfers and transportation in luxury coach. Tour Manager. An introductory lecture to the sacred landscape of Greece at the British Museum. 

Lecturer: Dr. A. G. Mitchell from the Institute of Archaeology, Oxford.

Saturday 15th September 2007 -Early afternoon arrival in Thessaloniki airport. Transfer to your hotel.

Sunday 16th September 2007 - Early departure by coach to the ancient city of Dion. Mid-morning visit of the Museum, and late morning visit of the site. Early afternoon coach transfer to beginning of the walking descent of one of the slopes of Olympus. Late afternoon, coach pick-up and return to Dion/Platamonas for hotel overnight stay.

Monday 17th September 2007 - Early morning transfer to Kalambaka. After lunch we visit the extraordinary Monasteries high atop the hills. Late afternoon, coach return to Thessaloniki.

Tuesday 18th September 2007 - Morning visit of the Thessaloniki Archaeological Museum. Early afternoon visit of the site of Vergina and Veria. Late afterrnon, coach transfer to Thessaloniki.

Wednesday 19th September 2007 - Early visit of Imperial Thessaloniki, the arch of Galerius, the Rotonda, the Agora. Free Afternoon. Optional visit of the Byzantine Museum.

Thursday 20th September 2007 - Early morning transfer to the ancient and well-preserved city of Olynthos. Visit of the site and museum. Afternoon spent on the beach of Kassandra. Early evening coach transfer back to Thessaloniki. 

Friday 21st September 2007 - Early morning transfer to Kavala. We take a ferry to the island of Thassos. After lunch, we visit the Museum and the agora. Overnight stay in Thassos.

Saturday 22nd September 2007 - Free morning. Midday transfer to Kavala, pick up by coach and transfer back to Thessaloniki. Farewell Dinner. 

Sunday 23rd September 2007 - Morning airport transfer.

Contact us for more information on our other tours:

Dr Alexandre Mitchell

Travel Consultant  at Equinox Travel Ltd

+44 (0) 207 831 4888

info@equinoxtravel.co.uk

The Road to Delphi (June); Ancient Rome (Sep); Mount Olympus (Sep); Naples, Capri & Ischia (Oct)

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

1. BOOKING, CONFIRMATION AND PAYMENT 

No contract shall exist between EQUINOX TRAVEL LIMITED (hereinafter called EQUINOX) and any of it's clients until the Company has received its booking form, properly completed, together with the appropriate payment and has signified its acceptance of the booking in writing. 

In order to book, please fill in the attached booking form and send it, together with a deposit cheque for £200 to EQUINOX TRAVEL, at the address listed below. For bookings made within 56 days of departure, full payment must be sent with the booking form. 

All cheques are to be made payable to EQUINOX TRAVEL LIMITED. 

On receipt of your booking we will send you confirmation of the same by return. Once the booking is confirmed the deposit is non refundable except in the circumstances listed below. A final invoice will be sent to you eight weeks before departure. Payment of the balance should be made within ten days of the date on the invoice. Your booking may otherwise be treated as cancelled. Your tickets and departure information will be sent to you two weeks before the departure date. 

If you wish to alter any detail of your booking after we have confirmed your original arrangements we shall do our utmost to accommodate the changes. There will be an alteration charge of £20 per person to cover administrative costs. Any alteration of a substantial nature made within 56 days of departure will be treated as a cancellation of the original travel arrangements and subject to the cancellation charges set out below. 

2a. CANCELLATION BY CLIENT 

Should you wish to cancel your holiday, written notification should be made to EQUINOX as soon as possible. The scale of cancellation charges detailed is calculated according to the number of days prior to the departure date that written notice of cancellation is received by us. 

More than 42 days…………………........Deposit only 

29-42 days…………………...................30% of the final invoice 

15-28 days…………………...................50% of the final invoice 

7-14 days………………….....................70% of the final invoice 

6 days or less…………………...............100% of the final invoice 

2b. CANCELLATION BY OURSELVES 

We may be obliged to cancel your holiday by reason of Force Majeure (war, threat of war, civil disturbance, strikes, natural disasters, terrorist activities or threat of such, closure of airports or ports, or cancellation of international or domestic air services). 

In such cases we will advise you as soon as is possible and will make a full refund of all monies paid, less reasonable expenses. We cannot however, be under any other liability to you in such circumstances. For Group Tours, EQUINOX reserves the right to cancel the tour if the minimum number of persons required to operate the tour is not met. In such an event all deposits and other monies paid to EQUINOX will be returned. EQUINOX tries never to cancel your holiday but must reserve the right to do so. If you fail to pay the balance of your holiday price at least four weeks before departure, EQUINOX will treat your booking as cancelled and levy cancellation charges as set out in the above paragraph (2a). 

3. LIABILITIES 

EQUINOX TRAVEL LIMITED acknowledges responsibility for the current description of all services offered in the accompanying documentation and for the careful preparation of all travel arrangements. Travel arrangements are made and tickets and vouchers are issued subject to carriers' and other applicable conditions. Carriers conditions of carriage may be inspected at the carrier's office on demand. Claims must be made in writing and not later than 28 days after termination of travel. 

EQUINOX cannot be held responsible for the actions and omissions of those involved in your holiday over whom we have no direct control such as employees of airlines, hotels, transportation contractors and guides. Suppliers of all form of transport, accommodation and any other component parts of your holiday will impose their own terms and conditions of trading which will apply to your relationship with them. 

EQUINOX will not be liable for clients missing flights as a result of late check-ins or other forms of transportation and no refund will be given. EQUINOX will assist you in trying to arrange alternative transportation should you miss any flight / journey but reserves the right to recover from you any costs incurred on your part in making such arrangements. 

4. PRICE POLICY 

All prices quoted by ourselves are based upon costs as at the time of print and currency exchange rates to the Pound Sterling as shown in the Financial Times World Values of the Pound at the relevant date. Fares and other information are correct at the time of print. Fares are subject to increase, due to airfare increases and currency fluctuations up to 30 days before departure. No increase will be imposed within 30 days of departure. Additionally, fares and costs of tours are guaranteed once EQUINOX has received full payment. 

5. TRAVEL DOCUMENTS

Passengers must be in possession of a valid Passport - expiring not before 6 months after return - with necessary visas. EQUINOX will process all visas for all clients, on request, for a small service charge over the cost of the visa itself. A list of current charges is available. Passports after visa processing will be returned to you either by hand, or by registered mail. 

6. FLIGHT RECONFIRMATION 

Passengers breaking their journey at any time for more than 72 hours must reconfirm their onward/return flight at the appropriate airline office. Failure to do so may result in the seat being vacated and the ticket becoming invalid. 

7a. HEALTH 

It is your responsibility to insure you obtain all recommended inoculations, medication and that you follow medical advice pertaining to your holiday. You must notify us should you have any medical condition which may affect your ability to partake in, or enjoy your holiday arrangements booked through us. 

7b. EXPECTANT MOTHERS 

Beyond thirty weeks of pregnancy expectant mothers must hold a doctor's certificate declaring that it is safe for them to travel and certifying that they are not beyond 33 weeks of pregnancy. 

8. TRAVEL INSURANCE

It is your responsibility to arrange comprehensive insurance cover for your holidays. If you decide not to take our recommended insurance, you must provide us with details of equivalent or better cover, which must be taken out for yourself, and all numbers of your party. 

9. LUGGAGE 

Luggage allowance on scheduled airlines is normally 20 KGs if travelling in economy class.

Booking Form for Sacred Landscape Tour: Olympus (15th Sep –23rd Sep 2007)

	Traveller Information

	 Traveller Full name
	
	 Email
	

	Date of birth
	
	Phone
	

	Nationality
	
	Fax
	

	Passport number & expiry date
	
	Method of Payment
	Credit Card ‬ Cheque ‬

	Delivery address
	
	If you would like to pay with a Credit Card, please fill in your details

‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬
Valid from ‬‬‬‬    Expiry date ‬‬‬‬
Name as it appears on the card: 



	Billing Address 

(If different from delivery address)
	
	

	Travelling companion (covered by enclosed deposit

	 Traveller Full name
	
	Passport expiration 
	

	Date of birth
	
	Passport number
	

	Nationality
	
	Phone 
	

	Tour £1865  ‬        £1980  (incl. single suppl.) ‬

	I have read and understood the enclosed Travelessence Booking Conditions. I confirm I accept the prices quoted and am authorised to accept these and the booking conditions on behalf of all other persons included in this booking, whether named or not.

Signature:                                                                                           Date: 




